The use of superelastic suture clips in laparoscopic gastric banding.
Nickel-Titanium suture clips have been developed to enhance suturing in cardiovascular surgery (U-CLIP), Medtronic, Minneapolis, MN, USA). The first applications of superelastic suture clips in bariatric surgery were reported by Barba and Kane in 2004. No other experiences in this field have been reported or published. Our experience with this newly developed suture clip, used for suturing the anterior wrap in laparoscopic gastric banding, started in 2007. The U-Clip technology and the surgical technique are described and discussed in this article.